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In 1974, the North Carolina General Assembly granted to each county tax department the ability to consider the value of specific properties by VALUE IN USE rather than by market value. The
VALUE IN USE is based on the ability of the land to produce income in its current use as AGRICULTURE, FORESTLAND OR HORTICULTURE. This is called PRESENT-USE VALUE. Numerous

legislative changes, court decisions and property tax rulings have altered the program over the years. In 2010, a new classification of Value In Use was added to include WILDLIFE.

Agricultural land is required to
have at least one parcel of
land that has a minimum of
10 acres under sound
management in actual
production. Production may
include such items as: corn,
beans, tobacco or livestock;
in other words, consumable
products. The minimum
income requirement is an
average of $1,000 allowable
gross income per year for the
past three years from
agricultural production from
this tract of land and any
payments received from a
government soil conservation
or land retirement program.
Horses are not considered
agricultural products in this
program.
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Forestland must have at least one
parcel of land which has a
minimum of 20 acres in actual
production. Actual production of
forestland includes a sound timber
management plan. A sound timber
plan will include such information
as:

The property boundaries.

o Types of trees.
e Estimated harvest dates.

e Harvest and reforestation tech-
nigues.

A forestry management plan must
be provided to the Tax Department
at the time of application.
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Horticultural land is required to have
at least one parcel of land which
meets the minimum qualification of
at least 5 acres under sound
management in active production of
fruit, vegetables, nursery or floral
products. This property must show
from the sale of horticultural
products produced on it, an average
of at least $1,000 allowable gross
income for the past three years.

The income may include any pay-
ments received under a governmen-
tal soil conservation or land retire-
ment program. There are separate
income requirements for Christmas
tree production.
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Wildlife Conservation Land must have
at least one parcel of land which has a
minimum of 20 acres not to exceed
100 acres under sound management.
A written wildlife habitat conservation
agreement with the NC Wildlife Re-
sources Commission in effect for the
year it is claimed is required showing
the owner:

e Protects an animal species on a
NC protected animal list that lives
on the land as of January 1st.

e Conserves a priority animal wildlife
habitat such as: longleaf pine for-
est, early successional habitat,
small wetland community, stream
and riparian zone, rock outcrop or
bat cave.

e Been classified under GS 105-
277.3 when conservation agree-
ment was signed or owner must
show its use the preceding three
years as of January 1st.




